
Caution, patience urged as fall brings farm equipment 
onto county’s roads

Slow down and use caution when approaching farm equipment. Don’t
assume the operator can see you.
Wait for a safe place to pass. Only pass a slow-moving vehicle after you
can see that the roadway is clear of oncoming traffic far enough ahead
to safely complete the pass.
Watch for debris dropped by tractors and trucks. It is safer to brake or
drive through debris than to veer into oncoming cars or off the road.
Be sure to use your seat belt. Motorists’ safety equipment usage tends
to be lower among the 18 counties that make up southwest Minnesota.
Only far northwest Minnesota has lower usage.

   With the fall harvest season underway at more than 900 McLeod County
farms, equipment is being moved from one field to the next. Those in the
business of agriculture – as well as motorists – are reminded to be vigilant
about safe driving practices on the road.
   The McLeod County Toward Zero Deaths Safe Roads Coalition reminds
everyone that farm equipment is large and heavy, making it hard for
operators to accelerate, slow down or stop. The equipment also makes wide
turns and can sometimes cross over the center line. These vehicles can
also create large blind spots, making it difficult for operators to see
approaching vehicles. All of these factors can cause serious crashes.
   From 2016 to 2018, there were seven fatalities and 385 crashes involving
at least one farm vehicle in Minnesota, according to the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety’s crash data. Of the seven fatalities, one was a
farm vehicle rider. Of the 154 injuries, 50 were farm vehicle riders.

   The Department of Public Safety and other highway safety experts remind
motorists to:
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Be sure all machine operators are licensed for the equipment they are using. Be sure they know and
obey the laws when driving farm machinery on public roads. They should yield at intersections, stop
at stop signs and wear seat belts.
Inspect your equipment before taking it out. Verify that all lights and flashers on your vehicle are
working properly. Check brakes, fluids, tires, steering and signals to make sure everything is
working properly.
Does your equipment have a portable fire extinguisher? Know where it is and be sure it’s properly
rated, UL listed and regularly inspected.
Check your towed equipment. All loads should be balanced and securely mounted. Be sure to
secure it by using safety chains and tow bars.
Know the height of your equipment. Avoid power lines, low                                                                  
bridges and other overhead obstacles.
Avoid busy roads during high-traffic times.
Avoid traveling before dawn and after dusk. If you need to                                                                    
drive at these times, make sure your headlights and flashers                                                        
 can be seen.
Communicate with fellow motorists.
Turn signals and hand signals whenever possible.

Those who operate farm equipment on public roads are urged to heed the following:

Watch out for passing vehicles when making left turns,                                                                          
especially into fields. Install wide mirrors so you can see                                                                             
traffic that’s following you.
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   Community members in the Glencoe area are encouraged to attend a virtual meeting for the
Highway 22 resurfacing project scheduled for next year. The project includes the resurfacing of
Highway 22 from Highway 212 to Cedar Avenue in Glencoe. The project also includes the updating of
sidewalks, driveways, and pedestrian crossings to meet Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards.

   The Highway 22 virtual meeting allows participants the opportunity to learn more about the project,
ask questions and give feedback. The virtual meeting is posted on the project webpage or by visiting
www.hwy22glencoe.com/. Community members are invited to attend when it is convenient for them. 

  MnDOT invites and encourages participation by                                                                                       
all. If you need an ASL, foreign language                                                                                                    
interpreter, or other reasonable accommodation,                                                                              
 or need documents in an alternative format 
(such as braille or large print), please 
email your request to Janet Miller 
at ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us or 
call 651-366-4720. 

 Community members encouraged to attend virtual meeting for Highway 22 Glencoe project

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy22glencoe/index.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwy22glencoe.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMelissa.Hjelle%40state.mn.us%7Cc2dbadc750d5490c778e08d97dcc246f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637679138045930065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RZZjS4JwwBmXUogyGaBC2d5i%2F8WQiZQc6qXLyCKwUQE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwy22glencoe.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMelissa.Hjelle%40state.mn.us%7Cc2dbadc750d5490c778e08d97dcc246f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637679138045930065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RZZjS4JwwBmXUogyGaBC2d5i%2F8WQiZQc6qXLyCKwUQE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us


   Three federal agencies have again teamed up to caution motorists to stay safe when driving across
or near railroad tracks. And the McLeod County Toward Zero Deaths Safe Roads Coalition agrees with
their message, “Stop. Trains Can’t.”
   The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the Federal
Railroad Administration and the Federal Transit Administration are working together for the “Stop.
Trains Can’t.” railroad safety campaign. Their aim is to help stop drivers in their tracks when they
approach a railroad crossing.
   In 2019 alone, 126 people were killed in vehicles at railroad crossings, according to data from FRA.
Of the fatal collisions that year, 94 occurred after the driver went around lowered crossing gate arms —
a 10-year high. In fact, from 2015-19, there were 1,589 drivers who drove around a lowered gate and
were struck by a train, accounting for 15 percent of all collisions. These crashes were caused by risky
driving behaviors and poor decision-making, which means the incidents and deaths could have been
prevented.
   “Railroad crossings need to be treated with caution and respect, because the train that barrels down
that track won’t be able to stop in an emergency,” said Scott Waibel, chairman of the McLeod County
Toward Zero Deaths Safe Roads Coalition. “People make rushed and risky choices, or they think they
can play games with the trains. Oftentimes, these poor choices result in the death of the vehicle driver,
and most of these deaths are 100 percent preventable. Whether or not you see railroad crossing
signage, you should always use caution and obey the crossing laws.” 
   By law, trains always have the right of way because of their sheer size: A train cannot swerve, stop
quickly, or change direction to avert a collision. Avoiding a collision with a train is always the
responsibility of the driver. There are 130,200 public railroad crossings in the United States, and
roughly 55 percent are “active” crossings that include warning devices such as gates, bells, or flashing
lights to alert drivers of an approaching train. But 45 percent are “passive” crossings, meaning only
signs and markings are present. 
   While warning devices do improve safety at railroad crossings, they do not prevent 100 percent of
collisions. Approximately 60 percent of all collisions at railroad crossings occur where active warning
devices are present.
   “We know people are busy and impatient, and waiting for a train seems like an inconvenience, but
showing caution at these railroad crossings and stopping when necessary just may save your life,”
Waibel said. “No delay is worth losing your life, so if a train is coming, the driver only has one safe
option — to stop.”
  Remember: The right choice at railroad crossings could save your life. Stop. Trains Can’t. For more
information, visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/rail-grade-crossing.
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You can’t beat a train on the tracks: Stop. Trains can’t. 

Photo Credit: MnDOT
photography 

http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/rail-grade-crossing.
http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/rail-grade-crossing.
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Over-reliance on high-tech vehicle systems can result 
in disengaged drivers

  The McLeod County Toward Zero Deaths Safe Road Coalition is cautioning motorists driving vehicles
equipped with advanced driver assistance systems – also known as ADAS – to not over-rely on the
technology.
   Drivers with experience using ADAS, such as adaptive cruise control and lane-keeping assist, were
nearly twice as likely to engage in distracted driving while using the systems compared to when they were
driving without the systems, according to new research from the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety.
   Alternatively, drivers with less experience and familiarity using the technology were less likely to drive
while distracted with systems activated compared to when systems were not in use. AAA wants drivers to
remember that while new driver assistance technologies offer important benefits, drivers must remain
active and engaged when behind the wheel to maximize safety.
   “This new research suggests that as drivers gain more experience using ADAS technology, they could
develop complacency while behind the wheel,” said Dr. David Yang, executive director of the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety. “Over-reliance on these systems can put drivers and others in dangerous
conditions during critical moments.” 

Continue to page 7

 Follow these tips to stay safe when crossing a railroad:
 When approaching a railroad crossing, slow down, look, and listen for a train on the tracks, especially
at “passive” crossings.

 Look carefully in both directions before crossing a railroad track — even during the day. Sixty-seven
percent of railroad crossing collisions occur in clear weather conditions.

 Do not rely on past experiences to guess when a train is coming. Trains can come from either
direction at any time.

 Never race a train. It is easy to misjudge a train’s speed and distance from the crossing. A train
traveling at 55 miles per hour takes a mile to stop — the length of 18 football fields or more — after
applying the emergency brakes.

 Before entering a railroad crossing, check that there is enough room on the other side of the tracks
for your vehicle to cross completely and safely. Be aware that you may need to cross multiple sets of
tracks at some railroad crossings.

Never stop on the railroad tracks. Keep moving once you have entered the crossing, and to avoid
stalling, never shift gears on the tracks.

If your vehicle stalls on a railroad track, quickly move away from the track and your vehicle at a 45-
degree angle. Call the number on the Emergency Notification System sign, or, if the sign is not visible
to you, dial 911 for help.



   A recent survey has found that drivers remain persistently unable to disconnect behind the wheel, even
10 years after the annual Distracted Driving Awareness Month brought increased attention to a persistent
roadway killer, and nearly all states have some form of legislation prohibiting certain types of distractions.
   The results of the survey, conducted for the National Safety Council and TRUCE Software, reported
public attitudes favoring the use of face masks to avoid COVID-19 outmeasure those favoring compliance
to laws forbidding cell phone use.
   In the survey of 2,001 registered drivers ages 25 and older across the country, 76 percent of
respondents said they are “very willing” to wear a mask in public – but just 62 percent are “very willing” to
obey a state law preventing cell phone use.
   The finding speaks to a long-standing behavior change dilemma: Many people will rightly take steps to
mitigate immediate risks to their safety – especially if they believe the measure will be temporary, such as
wearing a mask, but widespread behavior change that can drive down chronic safety incidents, such as
motor vehicle crashes, often takes much longer.
   The survey’s findings were released in 2020 prior to before October, Distracted Driving Awareness
Month.
   The National Safety Council and the observation’s                                                                                     
lead sponsor, TRUCE, a company dedicated to                                                                                       
 decreasing workplace distraction and improving                                                                                           
worker safety, are urging employers to enact                                                                                                
distracted driving policies at their workplaces to                                                                                          
compensate for many drivers’ unwillingness to                                                                                              
adhere to state laws. Further, NSC and TRUCE                                                                                            
urge employers to promote a safe driving culture,                                                                                         
something the survey indicated many companies                                                                                          
may not foster effectively enough. According to                                                                                            
survey respondents, 46% say “demands or                                                                                                   
pressure from work” leads them to glance,                                                                                                    
read or send emails while driving.

   “Clearly, we continue to accept crashes and near-misses as the cost of connectivity,” said Lorraine M.
Martin, NSC president and CEO. “As we mark the 10-year anniversary of Distracted Driving Awareness
Month, we must commit to improvement – particularly with a national pandemic compounding traffic safety
even further. Saving lives will mean disconnecting behind the wheel once and for all so everyone can
arrive at their destination safely.”
   “As the survey shows, solving the problem of distracted driving means taking action, not just having a
willingness to try,” said Joe Boyle, CEO of TRUCE. “Employers are in a unique position to influence
behaviors across large groups of individuals by making sure they have the right policies in place and the
tools to enforce those policies, changing not just what happens behind the while but also how the rest of
the organization communicates with their driving coworkers.”
   Thousands die each year in distracted driving crashes, though National Safety Council investigations
show these crashes are significantly underreported and undercounted. Despite 48 states banning texting
while driving, and 25 states banning handheld use, drivers responding to the NSC-TRUCE survey
indicated it will take more than laws to change their behaviors.

Continue to page 6
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Drivers more likely to wear mask than drive without using cell phone

Photo Credit::Acharaporn Kamornboonyarush from Pexels



More than 65 percent of drivers would be willing to turn around to get their phone if they realize they
didn’t have it within the first 15 minutes of driving
81 percent of drivers said they’ve seen other drivers almost cause a crash because they were
distracted
59 percent of respondents say pressure from family would motivate them the most to answer or make
a cell phone call while driving
Nearly 14 percent of drivers admitted they would participate in video chat or watch streaming video if
there were no laws prohibiting it.
32 percent of drivers still think they can use their phone safely as long as they pay attention to the
road.
Encouragingly, 57 percent say that if their vehicle came pre-set with solutions to eliminate distraction
while driving, they would not turn the features off

Sixty-one percent said they would need to be involved in a near-miss – and 59 percent said they would
have to be involved in a fatal crash – to be dissuaded from using technology while driving. Fifty-eight
percent cited state laws and 52 percent cited federal laws as being enough to change behavior.
Encouragingly, 56 percent said they believe employers policies are effective distracted driving deterrents.
   
  Other important findings from the poll include:

   NSC observes Distracted Driving Awareness Month annually to help make roadways and people safer.
It is usually observed in April but was moved to October in 2020 because of COVID-19. For more
information about Distracted Driving Awareness Month, visit nsc.org/ddmonth.
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Continued from page 5....drive without using cell phone

National Teen Driver Safety
Week: October 17-23, 2021 

Distracted driving (texting while driving)
Impaired driving (alcohol and drugs)
Inconsistent or no seat belt use
Number of passengers
Speeding

   Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of
death for teens (15-18 years old) in the United
States. Parents can be the biggest influencers on
teens' choices behind the wheel if they take the time
to talk with their teens about some of the biggest
driving risks. This week, and every week, parents
should have conversations with their teens about
the important rules they need to follow to stay safe
behind the wheel of a motor vehicle. These rules
address the greatest dangers for teen drivers: 

   Even if you think they aren't listening, they are.
Remember, set the rules before they hit the road. 

http://www.nsc.org/ddmonth


Always remain active and engaged when using ADAS technologies like lane-keep assist or adaptive
cruise control.
Commit to knowing what ADAS technologies are installed on your vehicle and how they work.
Expect that the advanced driver assistance technologies in your vehicle have limitations.

   Researchers at the AAA Foundation collaborated with Virginia Tech Transportation Institute to analyze
video of on-road behaviors for two groups of drivers using advanced driver assistance technology.
Individuals in one group owned a vehicle equipped with ADAS and had more experience using the
systems while drivers in the other group were given a vehicle equipped with ADAS to use during the four-
week study period and had less experience with the technology.
   The research found that drivers who owned their vehicles – and therefore had more familiarity with
ADAS technology — were more likely to drive distracted when these systems were active than when they
were not. For example, some observed distracted driving behaviors included texting or adjusting the radio.
Meanwhile, drivers with less experience using the technologies were more likely to remain attentive and
engaged while the systems were engaged.
   Virginia Tech researchers theorize that drivers move through different phases tied to experience using
ADAS. First timers start in a novelty phase where they learn and test the technology. These drivers are
less inclined to trust the system’s function and reliability, so they remain active and engaged while driving.  
   Eventually, drivers reach an experienced user phase where over-reliance and too much trust in the
systems becomes more common. These drivers are more apt to take their eyes and attention away from
the road. Research in other industries shows that pilots and nuclear technicians demonstrate similar
patterns of over-reliance on automated systems. These behaviors can eventually lead to distraction.
   “Advanced driver assistance technologies have a lot to offer in terms of comfort and safety, but they
should never replace an attentive and engaged driver,” said Dr. William Van Tassel, AAA manager of
driver training programs. “Remember, technology fails us daily while at work and at home. So, don’t get
caught driving distracted when being focused on the road can save your life.”
   AAA offers three simple steps for how to ACE your next vehicle rental or purchase:

    

   Established in 1947 by AAA, the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is a not-for-profit, publicly funded,
501(c)(3) charitable research and educational organization. AAA Foundation’s mission is to prevent traffic
deaths and injuries by conducting research into their causes and by educating the public about strategies
to prevent crashes and reduce injuries when they do occur. This research is used to develop educational
materials for drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists and other road users. Visit www.AAAFoundation.org.
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http://www.aaafoundation.org/
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   The National Safety Council recently released an introductory e-learning course for parents and
caregivers, people who transport children, and anyone interested in learning more about child passenger
safety.
   Titled “Car Seat Basics,” this free online course, available at cpsboard.org/trainings, helps participants
understand the four phases of child passenger safety: rear-facing car seats, forward-facing car seats,
booster seats and seat belts.
   Car crashes are a leading cause of death for children between ages 1 and 14. In the U.S., 35 percent of
children who died in traffic crashes in 2018 were unrestrained and many others were inadequately
restrained. In fact, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates car seats are installed or
used incorrectly in 46 percent of cases, and when drivers were unrestrained, 63 percent of children were
also unrestrained.
   This new e-learning opportunity, made possible through a cooperative agreement with the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, is designed to help learners feel more confident about correct car
seat use through the presentation of evidence-based guidelines.
   “Car Seat Basics” also will serve as the foundation for a number of new online and in-person trainings to
be released over the next 12 to 18 months. It is important to note that completion of this training does not
result in a child passenger safety certification.
   “We see these e-learning courses as innovative and engaging, and they will change how we deliver
child passenger safety information,” said Tammy Franks, National Child Passenger Safety Board
secretariat and NSC program manager for child passenger safety curriculum development. “If learning, as
it has been said, truly is an act of exploration, then it also must be true that technology equips the
explorer for the journey.”
   Additional modules for healthcare professionals, law enforcement,                                                            
fire and emergency medical services personnel, Head Start and                                                                   
Tribal communities are planned. When completed, these e-learning                                                             
opportunities will be available on the National Child Passenger                                                                    
Safety Board website, cpsboard.org/trainings.
   The National Child Passenger Safety Board, a program managed                                                              
by NSC, maintains the quality and integrity of the national                                                                           
standardized curriculum used to train and certify Child Passenger                                                                
Safety Technicians and Instructors.
   The National Safety Council is America’s leading nonprofit safety                                                              
advocate – and has been for over 100 years. As a mission-based                                                                
organization, it works to eliminate the leading causes of                                                                       
 preventable death and injury, focusing our efforts on the                                                                             
workplace, roadway and impairment.

Parents and caregivers: Learn car seat basics online
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